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as the guest of the Commission and with the help of Mi*. Simmons 
and all of his Wardens and Deputies along the coast, I was 
given an unusual opportunity to make a thorough, but brief, 
survey of the bird life of the coast region between Galveston and 
Brownsville, together with some of the more inland counties. 

Mr. Simmons met me at Galveston on May -f and we spent 
three days exploring various islands in East Bay, after which 
he left me and I started down the coast on the Jim Duke, the 
commodious 50-foot power boat, belonging to the Commission 
and commanded by Captain Frank E. Bauer. Our course led 
us through numerous bays, intercoastal canals and other inland 
water ways as far as Corpus Christi, which we reached on May 
IS. We landed on numerous islands in the various bays, where 
we recorded large numbers of migrating land birds, as many as 
37 species on one small island, and found many breeding col¬ 
onies of gulls, terns, skimmers, pelicans, herons and egrets. Most 
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grassy islands; and in the live-oaks mottes or scattered 
clnnips of bushes were many breeding - colonies of Y\uid brums. 

From Cor]ms Christi, with Messrs. A. C. Thompson and R. E. 
luirley as guides, we made a three-day trip by automobile up 
into Refugio and Victoria Counties. On the extensile praiiies 
of Refugio County we were shown the haunts of the Attwatei 
prairie chicken and a large breeding colony oi the white-faced 
glossy ibis in a tide lake. In the alluvial bottom lands ol A ictoiia 
County wo saw some of the lines! hardwood forests I have eier 
seen, made 1 up of live oak, Texas white oak, burr oak, American 
elm, pecan, sycamore, white and green ashes, shag' bark hickory, 
eol ton-wood, hornbeam, hack berry, red cedar, etc. These forests 
were* the home's of hawks, owls and woodpeckers, not seen else¬ 
where. In Hie* swampy lowlands and bayous, along the banks 
of (he (iuadnlupe River, we 1 found an entirely different type of 
heavy forests, containing cypress, swam]) tupelo, sweet and black 
gums, wafer oak, magnolia and various willows. Here we found 
such birds as wafer-!urkeys, wood ibises, yellow-crowned night 
herons, profhonotary warblers and panda warblers. 

On our re!urn to Corpus Chrisli, we started on May 22, in 
Mr. Simmons's ear, for Brownsville, arriving (here (he next day. 
In our hurried trip through Nueces and Kleberg Counties we 
caught only a fleeting glimpse of the great cattle ranch country 
of the coastal plains, where wild turkeys abound and where 
whooping cranes are regularly seen. And in Hidalgo and Cam¬ 
eron (bounties we passed some fine citrus fruit plantations and 
much good agricultural country. 

At Brownsville, Captain R. 1). Camp acted as our host and 
showed ns some of flic surrounding country, which was quite 
different from anything wo had seen. 

Tin* charparral of the Rio Crande plains is a pigmy forest of 
mesquite mixed with various thorny bushes, evergreen Texas 
ebony, retama or horse bean, fragrant cat's claw, round flowered 
devil's claw, granjena, Mexican persimmon, madrona, gum elas¬ 
tic or shiftim wood, etc.: mixed in with it are numerous speci¬ 
mens of Spanish dagger, much prickly-pear cactus of large size 
and that thorniest of all thorny bushes the Coro/m christi. The 
most characteristic birds of the chaparral were Couch Kingbird, 
Texas sparrow, gray-tailed cardinal, small white-eyed vireo 
curve-billed thrasher and verdin. 

There was much open prairie around Brownsville, consider- 
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able cultivated laud, tree claims, ponds and swamps, all ol* 
which attracted different birds; but perhaps the most interesting 
of all were the dense forests along- the resacas or stagnant water¬ 
courses, the old beds of rivers; these often contained large trees, 
mesquite, huisache, ebony, palms, etc., with a thick undergrowth 
of many shrubs and small trees such as granjena, persimmons, 
coffee bean, bush morning glory, etc. It was in the timber belts 
along these resacas that we could count on finding the char¬ 
acteristic birds of the lower Rio Grande vallev, such as the 
chachalaca, red-billed pigeon, derby flycatcher, green jay and 
Audubon oriole. White-winged and western mourning doves 
fairly swarmed in these thickets and here we saw several other 
species not seen elsewhere. The chachalaca is one of the shiest 
and hardest of birds to see, but thanks to the expert guidance 
of Mr. E. tV. Farmer, we did get a few glimpses of it and heard 
some of its interesting morning and evening concerts. 

We left Brownsville by train on May 28, returned to Corpus 
Cln-isti and visited Bird Island in Laguna Madre the next day, 
where we saw the wonderful colonies, to be found there, of 
gulls, terns, skimmers, pelicans, herons and egrets. Captain 
Camp had come to see this island and to visit the big rookery in 
Victoria County with Messrs. Thompson and Farley. On our 
previous visit to this region we had failed to find, though we had 
approximately located, what promised to be a big breeding- 
colony of white ibises in the valley of the Guadalupe River. My 
last day in the field, May 30, proved to be a fitting climax of an 
eventful trip, for this large breeding colony of white ibises, 
roseate spoonbills, American egrets and other water birds far 
exceeded our expectations and was one of the most interesting 


colonies I have ever seen. 

Following is an annotated list of the birds observed, which 
is the longest list I have ever made on any of the numerous in¬ 
teresting trips that I have taken. On such a hurried trip as 
this it was impossible to do much collecting. I have therefore 
relied on Mr. Simmons to outline the distribution of the different 
sub-species, based on his previous knowledge of the subject. 


1 . 


Mexican Gkeke —Columbus dom inions bracbyliio) ns. 
Fairly common locally near Brownsville, nesting m 
ponds partially overgrown with open growth ot water 
small scattered clumps of flags, also in some small 
similar growth. 


certain small 
huisache and 
resacas with 
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Typical grebe’s nests, large for the size of the biid, 14 diam. 
and 5" thick, usually in plain sight in open situations, floating in 
water three to four feet deep, generally anchored to huisache, or 
flags, but sometimes drifting. Eggs usually covered. Birds \eiy shy, 
saw only one and one downy young, able to dive and swim undei 
water for about three or four feet. Took two sets of eggs on 
May 23. 

2. Pied-billed Grebe — Podilymbus podiccps. 

Fairly common around Brownsville, nesting in ponds and resacas 
with Mexican Grebe. One set of eggs taken on May 23. Saw two 
grebes on Matagorda Bay, near Port La Vaca, on May 12, that were 
probably this species. 

3. Hkrrixg Gull— Larus argentaius. 

A few, mostly immature birds, were seen in the bays all along the 
coast. 

4. Laugliixg Gull— Larus atricilla. 

Abundant all along the coast, nesting in enormous colonies on some 
of the islands in Espiritu Santo, San Antonio, and Red Fish Bays, on 
Big Bird Island in Laguna Madre and at Bahia Grande near Browns¬ 
ville. Between May 15 and 20 most of the nests contained incomplete 
sets; more full sets were found later, but no young. A number of 
immature birds, one year old were seen. 

5. Fraxklix Gull— Larus franklini. 

Two seen on the bay near Port La Vaca on May 13. 

6. Gull-billed Terx— Gclochclidon nilotica. 

Common along the coast, occasionally seen inland, feeding on the 
inland marshes. Found nesting, with fresh eggs, on sandy or shell 
beaches on islands in Cedar Lakes in Intercoastal Canal, in Mata¬ 
gorda Bay, Espiritu Santo Bay, San Antonio Bay and Red Fish Bay. 
Also breeds abundantly at Bahia Grande. Nests usually mere hollows 
in sand or shells, sometimes with a few straws. No young seen. 
Eggs found May 7, 8, 15 and 18, in sets of two or three. 

7. Canpiax Terx— Sterna caspia. 

Common all along the coast, nesting on islands in mixed colonies 
with Laughing Gulls and other terns. Nests usually hollows on open 
shell or sand beaches, rarely among low and scanty vegetation, 
usually unlined, but sometimes with a few straws. Eggs usually two. 
sometimes one. Eggs found May 15 on islands in San Antonio Bay 
and eggs and first young on May 29 on Bird Island, Laguna Madre. 
Breeds also at Bahia Grande. 

8. Royal Terx— Sterna maxima. 

Common all along the coast from Galveston Bay to the Rio Grande. 
Breeds in small numbers on islands in San Antonio Bay and abun¬ 
dantly, in enormous dense colonies, on Bird Island and at Bahia 
Grande. Nesting habits same as Caspian’s. Probably lays later- no 
young seen up to May 29. This and the Caspian look much alike, 
but the Caspian has a heavier, redder bill and much more black in 
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the primaries as seen from below; the Royal has a more orange 
colored bill and very little black in the wings. 

9. Cabot Tern —Sterna sanclwichensis acufiavida. 

Breeding abundantly on Bird Island and at Bahia Grande, in dense 
colonies with the Royal Terns; nesting habits similar. Eggs and a 
few young found on Bird Island on May 29. 


10. Forster Tern —Sterna forsteri. 

A few seen along the coast and on inland marshes and a number of 
immature birds seen near Port La Vaca. No breeding colonies seen, 
but said to breed at Bahia Grande. 


11. Common Tern — Sterna hirundo. 

Three small colonies found breeding, 31 nests in one colony, on 
islands in Cedar Lakes, typical well built nests with two or three 
eggs each, on May 7. 

12. Least Tern — Stc7'na antillarum. 

A small colony, 30 pairs, found breeding, with eggs, at Cotton Bayou, 
Matagorda Bay, on May 8. Breeds also on Green Island and at 
Bahia Grande. 


11. Black Tern —Ghlidonias nigra surinamensis. 

Very common all along the coast and in inland marshes from Gal¬ 
veston to Brownsville, often in flocks, all in full plumage, but said 
not to breed in Texas, locally called “sea pigeons.” Seen up to 
time of leaving, May 30. 

15. Black Skimmer —Rynchops nigra. 

Seen occasionally in the Galveston Bays. Numerous colonies, pre¬ 
paring to breed or breeding, were seen from the intercoastal canal 
southwestward. 


18. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


Water-Turkey —Anhinga anhinga. 

Seen only in the lowlands along the Guadalupe River in Victoria 
County, where we found it breeding in the big rookery of W hite 
Ibises and Roseate Spoonbills. 


Florida Cormorant— Phalacrocorax auritus florid anus. 

Cormorants were common all along the upper coast, often in laige 
flocks and sometimes associated with flocks of Roseate Spoonbills, 
a striking contrast. I assume that most of those seen on the coast 
were this species. No breeding colonies seen. Not seen south of 
San Antonio Bay. 


;xican Cormorant — Phalacrocorax vigua mcxicanus. 

:st seen on May 17 on Puerta Tank, near Aransas Pass. A few 
irs found breeding in a large colony of White Ibises and Roseate 
oonbills in Victoria County, near Bloomington. Nests in arge 
es, not examined for lack of time. Formerly bred around Browns- 
le and probably does still, but we did not locate them, 
t White Peltcan— Pelccanus crythrorhynchos. 
few seen scattered a.ong the coast from GaWeston*’ C °''^ 
risti, but no breeding colonies weie seen. • • 
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R. E. Farley found them with nests and eggs on Bird Island earlier 
in the season, but they had all gone when we visited it on May 2S. 

20. Brown Pelican — Pclecanus occidcntalis. 

Common all along the coast, especially in Laguna Madre, where 
I saw a large flock fishing, circling and plunging like Gannets, a 
spectacular performance. A colony of some 20 or 30 paiis had 
attempted to nest on Pelican Island, a low flat sand bai in Pass 
Cavallo, but high tides had washed away most of the nests; only 7 
remained with eggs. Breeding in large numbers on Bird Island, 
nests among and near the prickly pear cacti, with Ward Herons and 
Reddish Egrets. Young were seen of all ages up to fully grown, 
also many eggs, on May 29. 

21. Man-o'-war Bird — Frcgata aqmla. 

A few birds seen at various points along the coast. Not known 
to breed here. 

22. Mallard — Anas boschas. 

Seen on the Intercoastal Canal on May 7. F. E. Bauer, an old duck 
hunter who knows the ducks well, saw a female with a brood of 
young near Aransas Pass on May 17. 

23. Mottled Duck — Anas fulvigula maculosa. 

Fairly common from the intercoastal canal to Corpus Christi Bay. 
We found four nests with eggs on Dressing Point Island, in Mata¬ 
gorda Bay, on May 8, and one nest with eleven eggs in Chocolate 
Bay, near Port La Vaca, on May 12. The birds flushed from the 
nests in each case, which were all well hidden in long grass on 
dry land; the nests were made of dry grass mixed with a little 
down. Three of the nests contained several or many rotten eggs. 

24. Gadwell — Chaulclasmus strcpcrus. 

Seen on May 17 near Aransas Pass. 

25. Baldpate — Marcca amcricana. 

Seen on May 7 and 8 in the Canal. 

26. Blue-winged Teal — Qucrqucdula di scars. 

Seen on the Canal May 7, near Aransas Pass on May 17, and near 
Brownsville on the 24th. 

27. Shoveller — Spatula clypcata. 

Seen on the Canal on the 7th and near Aransas Pass on the 17th. 

28. Pintail — Dafila acuta tzitzihoa. 

Seen near Aransas Pass on the 17th. 

29. Redhead — Xyroca fcrina amcricana. 

A few cripples seen, the remnants of the large flocks seen here in 
winter, where it is the most abundant duck. 

30. Caxvaskack — AristoncUa valisincria. 

Seen on the Canal on the 7th and common around Port La Vaca 
and Karankawa Bay from the 9th to the 13th. Caught a crippled 
bird that could not fly. 
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31. Lesser Scaup Duck — Xyroca marila affiiiis. 

Blue bills, probably this species, were seen on the canal, in the 
bays and on inland lakes, from the 9th to the 17th. 

32. American Goldeneye — G-loucioncttci clxinyulu amcricana. 

A dead bird, being eaten by a Herring Gull, was seen on an island in 
Galveston Bay. A mounted bird, said to have been shot nearby, 
was seen in a store in Corpus Christi. 

33. Fulvous Tree Duck — Dcndrocygna bicolor. 

Captain Camp showed us a resaca where he had seen this species 
this season, but we did not see it. He says that this has nearly, and 
the B.ack-bellied has entirely, disappeared from the Brownsville 
region. 

34. American Flamingo — Phoenicoptcrus ruber. 

Captain Camp says he saw one each on October 15, 1912, and in 
September, 1915, at Bahia Grande, after a very severe Gulf storm. 

35. Roseate Spoonrill —Ajaia ajaia. 

Locally called “fillimingo.” We saw a large flock with a flock of 
cormorants on a sand spit in Karankawa Bay on the 9th. A large 
flock frequented, and could not be driven away from, the chain of 
islands between Mesquite and San Antonio Bays on the 15th and 
16th; they are said to breed here in June, after most of the herons 
have left, building their nests on the ground among the sun¬ 
flowers. They are also said to nest under similar circumstances in 
East Bay, Galveston. We found a breeding colony of perhaps 100 
pairs in a large breeding colony of White Ibises in Victoria County 
near Bloomington. The large well made nests of coarse sticks, 
lined with dry and green leaves, were built in groups in the low 
trees. On May 30 many nests contained small young, but most of 
them had three and some four eggs. 

36. White Ibis —Guar a alba. 

The colony referred to above was the only breeding colony found 
and all the birds seen were within a few miles of it; it was by 
tracing their fly lines, from their feeding grounds in surrounding 
marshes, that we finally located the rookery, after three or four days 
work. It was located in the center of some extensive marshes near 
the Guadalupe River; in the dryer portions were groves of large 
live oaks and in the wetter portions were dense thickets of willows, 
button willows and other trees, growing where the water was 
often waist deep or more and where large alligators lived, foitu- 
nately we saw only their tracks in the mud and an occasional head 
above the water. Breeding here with the spoonbills and ibses 
were quite a number of American Egrets and Little Blue Herons 
and a few Ward Herons, Black-crowned Night Herons, Anhingas and 
Mexican Cormorants. We also saw perhaps twenty V ood Ibises 
flying over the rookery, but did not locate their nests. The White 
Ibises nests were thickly grouped from 5 to 12 feet up in the 
willows and button willows, often 12 or 15 nests in a tree, ^oung 
were seen, of all ages up to the flight stage, standing in dense 
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groups or scrambling through the brush. But some nests still 
contained three or four eggs. 

37. Scarlet Iris— Guam rubra. 

Captain Camp says he saw one of these birds also, on each of the 
dates when he saw the Flamingos, at Bahia Grande, probably blown 
in by the same storms. 

38. White-faced Glossy Iris —Plcgadis gnamuna. 

On May 19 we visited a large breeding colony, 2,000 pairs or more, 
of this species, previously located by A. C. Thompson and R. E. 
Farley, in a tule lake on the prairies of Refugio County. They had 
traced the birds to it from their feeding places in the surrounding 
country. The muddy water was breast deep and the tules were 
far above our heads. The nests were made of dead tules just abo\e 
the water in the more open places. Most of them contained lively 
young almost up to the flight stage, but we found plenty with three 
or four eggs. 

39. Wood Iris —Myctcria umcricana. 

The birds seen in the White Ibis rookery, referred to above, proba¬ 
bly bred in some part of it, which we could not locate in the short 
time available. 

40. American Bittern —Dotaurus Icngtiginosus. 

One seen on the Intercoastal Canal on May 7. 

41. Least Bittern —Ixobrychus cxilis. 

One seen on May 12 on a marsh in Chocolate Bay, near Port La 
Vaca. Common around Brownsville; several nests found there in 
the pond where the Mexican Grebes bred on May 23; some of these 
nests were made partly or wholly of fine twigs, others of flags, as 
usual. 

42. Ward Heron —Ardca hcrodias icardi. 

Very common everywhere along the coast and on inland lakes, 
marshes and prairies. Numerous breeding colonies found, but no 
very large ones. South of Galveston Bay practically every heron 
colony contained at least a few nests of this species. On a small 
island in the Canal, on May 7, was a colony of 13 nests, containing 
everything from fresh eggs to nearly full grown young, built on 
the ground among grass and rank herbage. In other island colonies 
the nests were on the ground, in low bushes or trees or in the 
prickly pear cacti; the nests of this species generally occupied the 
commanding positions on the tops of the highest trees or bushes. 
In the White Ibis rookery near Bloomington the nests were 40 or 
50 feet up in the big live oaks. Eggs, apparently fresh and young 
of all ages, up to the flight stage, were found as late as May 29 on 
Bird Island. 

43. American Ec.ret —Casmcrodius cgrctta. 

First seen on the Canal on May 7. On the chain of islands be¬ 
tween Mesquite and San Antonio Bays we found a small breeding 
colony of 5 or 6 pairs, nesting in a clump of willows in the centre 
of a colony of the smaller herons. The nests contained young, 
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some just hatching, some half grown and some nearly ready to 
fly. A small colony seen in a button willow swamp on Weed 
Prairie, in Victoria County, had a few nests with eggs on May 12, 
but most of the birds had evidently finished breeding and gone. 
A colony of 25 pairs or more was breeding in the White Ibis rookery 
referred to above; on May 30 the nests contained young of various 
ages and were placed from 10 to 20 feet up in the willows. 

44. Snowy Egret — Bgrctta cundidissima candidissima. 

The best colony was found on Vingt-une Island in East Galveston 
Bay on May 5. Besides about 400 of this species it contained some 
800 Louisiana Herons and 150 Black-crowned Night Herons. The 
nests were in prickly pears and huisache trees from two to eight 
feet up and all we examined contained eggs, three, four or five. 
Nesting more or less abundantly in practically all of the colonies 
of small herons except on Bird Island and in the White Ibis rookery, 
where we saw none. First young seen on the chain of islands on 
May 16. 

45. Reddish Egret —Dichromanassa rufescens. 

Breeding more or less abundantly from Karankawa Bay, at the 
lower end of Matagorda Bay, southward, in practically all of the 
coastal colonies, but not inland at all. Associated with Ward and 
Louisiana Herons most close’y. The largest colony of all is on 
Green Island, near the lower end of Laguna Madre; it contains 
several thousands. But the colonies on the chain of islands, between 
Mesquite and San Antonio Bays, are large and densely populated; 
here we found our first young on May 16. On Bird Island, on May 
29, we saw plenty of young, also some eggs. Their favorite nesting 
sites seem to be in the prickly pears, but they also nest on the 
ground, in the grass or low herbage, as well as on low bushes and 
small trees. We saw very few in the white phase, not over half a 
dozen in all, but Captain Camp says they are commoner on Green 
Island, where he has collected some interesting data on the subject. 

46. Louisiana Heron — Hydranassa tricolor ruficollis. 

The most abundant and most widely distributed of all the herons, 
breeding abundantly in all of the colonies along the coast from 
Galveston Bay to Brownsville. The largest colonies, containing 
several thousands were on Wolf Point in Karankawa Bay and on 
Rose’s Point in La Vaca Bay, where they were associated with 
Ward and Snowy and a few Black-crowned Night Herons, as well 
as countless Great-tailed Grackles. Nests were placed in iank 
herbage, on prickly pears and in canes, but usually on low trees and 
bushes. Eggs ran from three to seven. The fii st young veie 
seen on the chain of islands on May 16. 

47. Little Blue Heron — Florida carula. 

Less common than the other herons. First seen on Caney Creek, 
Brazoria County, on May 8. Found breeding only in Victoria County, 
on Weed Prairie on May 20 and in the White Ibis rookery on May 30, 
only a few pairs at each place. No nests examined. 
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48. Green Heron— Butoridcs vircsccns vircsccns. 

Common along the canal on May 7. Found breeding neai Biotins 
ville and seen at nearly all inland creeks and lakes. 

49. Bla c k-cuoav x ed Night Heron— Xycticorax nycticorax nacvms. 

Fairly common all along the coast and breeding sparingly in neatly 
all of the rookeries visited. At Vingt-une Island in East Bay, Gal¬ 
veston, they were nesting in tall canes, with eggs and young on 
May 5. On Dressing Point Island, in Matagorda Bay they nested 
on the ground among tufts of long grass. In other places they were 
nesting in situations similar to those used by the other herons. 

50. Yellow-crowned Night Heron — Xyctanassa violacca. 

Apparently common along the Guadalupe River in Victoria County, 
but no breeding colony was located. 

51. Loltxiaxa Clapper Rail — If alius crepitans saturatus. 

Seen on coastal marshes from Galveston Bay to Aransas Pass. It 
is common enough in suitable places, long grass salt marshes, but 
we had very little time to devote to it and found no nests. 

52. Sora Rail — Porzana Carolina. 

Saw one on a marsh near Galveston on May 6. 

53. Purple Galuxi’lk — lonornis martinicns. 

Saw one at Puerta Tank, near Aransas Pass. It flew into a patch 
of tides, where I hunted in vain for its nest. It is said to breed in 
the marshes about here, where the “lotus” grows. 

54. Florida G a lux rue— (lallinuta chi or opus cachinnans. 

We saw it only in the marshy ponds and resacas near Brownsville, 
where it is common. We found two nests with eggs, in small 
clumps of flags, on May 23. 

55. American Coot — Fulica amcricana. 

Common on many of the ponds and lakes, particularly on Puerta 
Tank, May 17, and on Bellow Lake, May 20. 

56. Wilsox Piialaropk — Stcyanopus tricolor. 

Saw a few and shot one at Puerta Tank, May 17, and saw five at 
Cox Point, near Port La Vaca, May 13. 

57. Black-necked Stilt — Himantopus mcxicanus. 

First seen at the lower end of Galveston Bay; common along the 
Intercoastal Canal; found a breeding colony in a muddy slough on 
the prairie near Brownsville on May 24. Seen occasionally at other 
places. 

58— Loxg-hillkd Dowitciier — Limnodromns prisons scolopaccns. 

A few seen, probably this subspecies, on the Intercoastal Canal, 
May 7. 

59. Pectoral Sandpiper — Pisohia maculala. 

A few seen in Galveston Bay, May 7, and at Puerta Tank, Aransas 
Pass, May 17. 

60. White-rim r*Ei> Sandpiper — Pisohia fuscicollis. 

A few seen at Puerta Tank on May 17. 
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61. Least Sandpiper — Pisobia min utilla. 

Small numbers seen along the coast from Galveston Bay, May 4, to 
Brownsville, May 24. 

62. Red-backed Sandpiper — Pelidna alpina sakhalina. 

Common on the Canal, May 17, and at Puerta Tank, May 17; also 
seen at Flour Bluff, May 29. 

63. Semipalmated Sandpiper — Ereunctcs pus Ulus. 

Seen, in small numbers only, from Galveston Bay, May 7, to Aransas 
Pass, May 17. Some of these may have been Western Sandpipers. 

64. Sanderling — Croeethia alba. 

A few seen from Galveston Bay, May 6, to Aransas Pass, May 15. 

65. Hudsonian God wit — Limosa haemastiea. 

Three seen, two shot, at Puerta Tank, on May 17. 

66. Greater Yellowlegs —Totanus melanoleueus. 

Only one seen at Cotton Bayou, Matagorda Bay, on May 8. 

67. Lesser Yellowlegs — Totanus flavipes. 

Abundant all along the coast from Galveston Bay, May 4, to 
Aransas Bay, May 17, and at Puerta Tank. 

68. Solitary Sandpiper —Tringa solitarius. 

One seen in Galveston Bay on May 4. 

69. Eastern Willet — Catoptrophorus semipalm at us semipalmatus. 
Abundant all along the coast from Galveston Bay, May 5, to Browns¬ 
ville, May 24. Two nests found on Dressing Point Island, Mata¬ 
gorda Bay, on May 8. Only bird taken, at La Vaca Bay, is inter¬ 
mediate between semipalmata and inornatus, but nearer the former. 

70. Spotted Sandpiper — Aetitis maeularia. 

Fairly common along the coast and on inland streams, from Gal¬ 
veston, May 4, to Brownsville, May 27. 

71. Long-billed Curlew — -Numenius amerieanus. 

Very common, conspicuous and noisy, along the coastal meadows 
and marshes from the lower end of Galveston Bay, May 7, to Browns¬ 
ville, May 24. Particularly abundant in flocks along the Canal on 
May 7. Last seen at Flour Bluff on May 29. 

72. Black-bellied Plover — Squatarola squatarola eynosurae. 

Abundant in flocks of full plumaged birds all along the coast, from 
Galveston Bay, May 5, to Aransas Bay, May 18. 

73. American Golden Plover- — Pluviatis dominieus dominions. 

Migrating flocks seen along the Intercoastal Canal on May i. 

74. Killdeer — Oxyeehus voeiferus. 

Seen near Galveston and at Puerta Tank. A pair lomid bleeding 

at Port La Vaca on May 11. 

75. Semipalmated Plover— Cliavadrius semipahnata. 

A migrating flock seen in Galveston Bay on May 5. 

Snowy Plover— Cliavadrius nivosa. 

One seen near Aransas Pass, May 18. 


76. 
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77. Wilson Plover — PagoUa wUsonia u'Usonia. 

One or two birds seen at Cotton Bayou. Matagorda Bay, at Karan- 

kawa Bay and at Aransas Pass. 

. ~ * "*'r 

Common all along the coast from Galveston Bay, May 6, to Aransas 
Pass, May 18. At the latter place a pair, apparently mated, weie 
very tame. 

79. American Oystf.rcatcher — Hacmatopus paUiatus. 

Seen only in Galveston Bay, May 5, and at Cotton Bayou, Mata¬ 
gorda Bay, on May 8. Apparently not breeding. 

50. Texas Bohwiiite — Coli)ius vivgiuianus tcxanus. 

Very common inland from Refugio and \ ictoria Counties to Cam¬ 
eron County. 

51. C11 ac i i a lac a— Ortalis vctula mccalli . 

Common in the dense brush near resacas or streams around Browns¬ 
ville. Very shy, more often heard than seen. Very noisy in late 
evening and early morning. Two nests, each with three heavily 
incubated eggs, found on May 27. The small, frail nests of sticks, 
lined with dry and green leaves, were from S to IS feet up in the 
thick top foliage of small trees; they were located by hearing, not 
seeing, the birds fly off. 

52. Rep-belliei> Pigeon— Columba flavirostris. 

Fairly common in the same localities as frequented by the Cliac- 
halaca. Found two nests, one with a fresh egg and one with a 
young bird, on May 27. The nests were frail platforms of twigs 
about ten feet up in the tops of saplings or in tangles of vines. 

53. Western Mourning Dove— Zcnaidura macroura marginalia. 

Abundant everywhere on the mainland. Numerous nests found in 
usual situations, with eggs or young, all through May. Young able 
to fly seen as early as May 9 and fresh eggs found as late as May 27. 
One nest found on the ground and one was completely hidden among 
some thick clumps of tall grass on a treeless island. Birds seen 
near Galveston were probably the eastern form. 

84. \V 11 ite-fronted Dove— Leptotila fulvivcntris bracJiyptcra. 

Common in the thick brush about Brownsville. Nests with eggs and 
with small young found on May 27. The nests were frail struc¬ 
tures of twigs and straws, 9 or 10 feet up on the branches of trees 
in the thick brush. 

81. White-winged Dove—.1 fcJopclia a.siatica. 

Very abundant in Hidalgo and Cameron Counties. Said to be the 
most abundant bird, next to the Great-tailed Crackle, about Browns¬ 
ville. Nests with eggs and with small young were found on May 25 
and 27. One nest was on top of a dead palm leaf, 30 feet from the 
ground. Other nests were in usual situations in thick brush. The 
monotonous cooing or hooting notes were constantly heard in the 
brush, especially in the early morning and towards night. 
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86 . 


87. 


88 . 


89. 


90. 


91. 


92. 


93. 


94. 

95. 

96. 

97. 


98. 


99. 


Mexican Ground Dove— Cliaonepelia passcrina pallesccns. 

Common from Victoria County to Cameron County. Nest and eggs 
found near Brownsville, on May 25, six feet up in a bush in thick 
brush. 

Inca Dove— Scardafclla inca. 

Common around Brownsville, nesting in trees near houses. No 
nests examined. 

Turkey Vulture— Cathartes aura septcntrionalis. 

Fairly common on the mainland, but not so common as the Black 
Vulture. Seen at various places from Galveston to Brownsville. 
No nests found. 


Black Vulture — Coragyps urubu. 

Much commoner than the preceding and evenly distributed all 
along the coast, and inland, from Galveston to Brownsville. Nests 
with eggs and nests with young found on May 7 and 8. 

Harris Hawk —Parabuteo unicinetus harrisi. 

Apparently the commonest hawk and universally distributed through¬ 
out the coastal counties. A nest, with dead young under it, found 
in a large prickly pear in the chaparral near Brownsville on May 
24, probably destroyed by some animal. 

Red-tailed Hawk —Buteo borealis subs.? 

One seen on Caney Creek, Brazoria County, on May 8, and one in 
Refugio County on May 19. J. J. Carroll (Auk, vol. 17, p. 342) says 
that kricleri is the dominant form in Refugio County. 


Florida Red-shouldered Hawk —Buteo lineatus alleni. 

Heard in the heavily wooded river bottoms of Victoria County. 

Bald Eagle —Halkeetus leucoeephalus leueoccphalus. 

A nest seen, said to be this species, near the Guadalupe River in 
Victoria County. Birds not seen. 

Duck Hawk —Faleo peregrinus anatum. 

A pair of adults in full plumage seen at close range on a small 
isand in Matagorda Bay, May 8. 


AUDunox Caracara —Polyborus chcrhoay. 

Fairly common inland from Refugio County to < ameion ( ount\. 
A nest seen in a Spanish dagger near Brownsville. 


Texas Barred Owl —Btrix varia helveola. 

Heard hooting in the heavily wooded river bottoms of \ ictona 
County. 


Texas Screech Owl —Olus asio meccilli. 

A young bird taken from a nest was brought in to Captain Camp s 
shop. 

WESTERN horned Owl —Bubo virginianus pallesccns. 

A nest with one large young bird was found near Brownsville, on 

May 24, in a Spanish dagger. 

Groove-hilled Am —Crotophaga sulcirostns. 

A single bird seen in some dense brush near Brownsvl.e on May 25. 
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100. Roadrunner — Geococcyx califomianus. 

Seen occasionally in the chaparral from Refugio County southward. 

101. Yellow-rilled Cuckoo — Coccygus cimcricanus cimcricanus. 

Common in all the coastal counties from Galveston to Brownsville. 
Nests with eggs found near Brownsville on May 25 and 27. 

102. Black-rilled Cuckoo — Coccygus crythrophthalmus. 

Seen on Caney Creek on May 8 and at Port La Vaca on May 11. 

103. Belted Kingfisher — Ceryle alcyon. 

One seen on Caney Creek on May 8 and one near Brownsville on 
May 25. 

104. Texas Kingfisher — Chloroccryle amcricana septcntrionalis. 

Two or three seen on the resaeas near Brownsville, May 25 and 27. 

105. Texas Woodpecker — Dryobatcs scalaris symplectus. 

Fairly common in Cameron County; probably only overlooked 
elsewhere. 

106. Rer-rellied Woodpecker — Ccnturus carolinus. 

Noted only in Victoria County. A nest with three eggs found in 
a fence post near a house, on May 21. 

107. Golden-fronted Woodpecker —Ccnturus aurifrons. 

Common, noisy and conspicuaus from Nueces County to Cameron 
County. Two nests with fresh eggs found near Brownsville on 
May 24. 

108. Florida Nighthawk — Chorclcilcs virginianus chapmani. 

Nighthawks were common all along the coast. This is the form 
which is found in the northeastern counties as far as West Gal¬ 
veston Bay. Two nests with eggs were found on an island in 
Galveston Bay on May 4. 

109. Asere Nighthawk — Chorclcilcs virginianus aserricnsis. 

This is the form found from eastern Matagorda Bay southwest- 
ward. A nest with eggs was found on an island in Redfish Bay, 
below Aransas Pass, on May 18. 

110. Texas Nigiitiiawk — Chorclcilcs acut ipcnnis tcxcnsis. 

Noted occasionally between Corpus Christi and Brownsville. No 
nests found. 

111. Chimney Swift — Chactura pclagica. 

Se°n on Galveston Bay on May 4. 

112. Rury-tiiroated Hummingrirr — Archilochus colubris. 

Seen at Caney Creek on May 8. 

113. Buff-rellied Hummingiurd — Amazilia chalconota. 

Said to be very rare in Cameron County, but we saw two or three 
and I positively identified one, perched at close range, near Browns¬ 
ville on May 25. 

114. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher — Muscivora forficata. 

A common and familiar bird, usually seen about the ranch houses 
and along the suburban roads, sitting on telegraph wires or flitting 
about the shade trees. Universally distributed but not abundant. 
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A pair was seen building a nest on the wings of a windmill, which 
was upset every time the mill was put in motion. 

115. Kingbird — Tyrannus tyrannus. 

Seen on islands in Galveston Bay, May 4, 7, and 8, at Port La Yaca, 
May 11, and at Brownsville, May 23. 

116. Couch Kingbird — Tyrannus mclancholicus couchi. 

Common in Hidalgo and Cameron Counties. Young, out of the 
nest, seen at Brownsville on May 23. 

117. Arkansas Kingbird — Tyrannus vcrticalis. 

Seen on an island in Galveston Bay, May 5, at Puerta Tank, May 17, 
and at Flour Bluff, May 29. 

118. Derby Flycatcher — Pitangus sulpliuratus clerbianus. 

Fairly common in the dense thickets of tall trees along the resacas 
or where large trees grow about the ranches, in Cameron County. 
A large conspicuous bird with striking and characteristic notes. 
It builds a very large nest. One that I brought home measures 
14 inches in height and 10 inches in diameter. 

119. Crested Flycatcher — Myiarchus crinitus. 

Fairly common in the river bottoms of Victoria County. 

120. Mexican Crested Flycatcher — Myiarchus magistcr nelsoni. 
Common in Cameron County. An empty nest found in a hole in 
a fence post near Brownsville. 

121. Ash-throated Flycatcher — Myiarchus cinerascens cincrascens. 
Fairly common and evidently breeding in the timber belts along 
the resacas near Brownsville. 

122. Phcebe — Sayornis phcehc. 

A few migrants seen on the island in Galveston Bay on May 4 and 5. 

123. Wood Pewee — Myiochanes vircns. 

Seen near Galveston on May 4 and in Victoria County on May 20. 

124. Traill Flycatcher — Empidonax trailli trailli. 

Birds, apparently this species, were seen on islands in Galveston 
Bay, May 4, and on Caney Creek, May 8. 

125. Least Flycatcher— Empidonax minimus. 

Common on the islands in Galveston Bay on May 4. 

126. Texas Horned Lark — Otocoris alpcstris giraudi. 

Fairly common on the prairies from Refugio County to Cameron 
County. 

127. Florida Blue Jay — Gyanocitta cristata cristata. 

Seen, but not very common, in the river bottom forests along the 
Guadalupe River. This is the form that formerly was called 
florin cola. 

128. Green Jay — Xanthoura luxuosa glaucesccns. 

This beautiful bird was fairly common in the timber along the 
resacas near Brownsville. In spite of its brilliant colors, it was 
surprisingly inconspicuous among the lights and shades of the 
thick foliage, where it was usually rather inactive. No occupied 
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nests were found, as the young were on the wing and mostly fully 
grown at that season, 

199 White-necked Ravex— Corvus cryptolcucus. 

A few seen in western Kennedy and Cameron Counties, May 

22 to 24. 

139. Southern Crow— Corvus brachyrhyuchos pa ulus. 

Two or three seen near Port La Vaca on May lo. 

131. Cowman— Molotlirus atcr atcr . 

Cow birds seen migrating near Galveston on May 5 were this foim. 

132. Dwarf Cowman— Molotlirus atcr obscurus. 

This was the breeding form all along the coast where it was only 
fairly common. 

133. Rei>-kyki> Cowman— Tungavius acncus hivolucratus. 

A few seen and one shot near Brownsville, where it breeds. 

134. Florida Redwing — Agclaius plicniiccus floridanus. 

Breeding abundantly in the coast region about Galveston. 

135. Rio Grande Redwing— Agclaius plicniiccus mcgapotamus. 

This is the form which breeds along the coast below Matagorda. 
It was breeding very abundantly about Brownsville, where we saw 
numerous nests with eggs on May 23. 

136. Rio Grande Meadowlark — Stuniclla magua hoopcsi. 

This form replaces the Southern Meadowlark from Refugio County 
to Brownsville. 

137. Southern Meadowlark — Ktuniclla magna argutula. 

Fairly common from Galveston to Matagorda Bay. 

138. Aidl'ron Oriole — Icterus mclanoccphalus auduboni. 

Said to be common about Brownsville, but we saw very few and 
found no nests. 

139. Sen nett Oriole — Icterus cucullafus sennetfi. 

Very common around Brownsville, nesting in the palm trees in 
the woods and about the ranches and towns. The nests are 
neatly woven of palm fibres and sewed to the under sides of the 
broad fan-like leaves. Nests with fresh eggs and with young found 
on May 24. 

140. Orchard Oriole — Icterus sprains. 

Common around Port La Vaca where I saw young males in full 
song. Not recorded elsewhere, but probably overlooked. 

141. Baltimore Oriole — Icterus galbula. 

An adult male was seen near Galveston on May 4, evidently a 
migrant. 

142. Bi li.ock Oriole — Icterus bullocki. 

An adult male seen near Corpus Christi on May 22, and a nest with 
fixe fresh eggs was taken on the outskirts of Brownsville on Ma\ r 24 

143. Bronzed Grackle — Quiscalus quiscula acncus. 

Common about Galveston. 
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144. 


145. 


146. 


147. 


148. 

149. 


150. 


151. 

152. 


153. 


154. 


155. 

156. 


Boat-tailed Grackle —Mcyaquiscalus major major. 

Very abundant from Galveston to the head of Matagorda Bay. 
Great-tailed Gracklk — Mcyaquiscalus major macrourus. 
Astonishingly abundant from Matagorda Bay to the Rio Grande. 
This is unquestionably the most abundant species of bird all along 
the coast of Texas, as well as the noisiest and most conspicuous, 
almost a nuisance at times. It nests in enormous numbers in 
practically all of the heron colonies, especially where there are 
trees or shrubs, which are often filled with the nests, a score or 
more of nests in a tree. The nests are often built in the lower 
parts of the nests of the Ward Herons, in prickly pear cactus, 
Spanish daggers or even in long grass. Their dense colonies seem 
over crowded. Both eggs and young were found all through May. 


Savanna Sparrow —Passercnlns sandwichcnsis savanna. 

This is the winter resident form on the prairies, where it was sti'l 
common during the first half of May. 

Western Grasshopper Sparrow —Ammodravius savannarum bima- 


culatus. 

Mr. Simmons said that the small sparrows, seen in the prairie 
regions of Refugio and Victoria Counties, were mostly of this 
species. 

Texas Seaside Sparrow —Passerherbnlus maritimus scnnetti. 
Common in the coastal marshes from Galveston to Corpus Christi. 
Western Lark Sparrow —Chondcstcs yrammacus striyatus. 
Common in the prairie regions from Refugio County to Cameron 
County. 

Harris Sparrow —Zonotrichia querula. 

Noted as a migrant on an island in Galveston Bay, May 5. 
Black-throated Sparrow —Ampliisplza bilincata bilincata. 

A few seen on the dry plains of Cameron County. 


Texas Sparrow —Arrcmonops rufiviryatus. 

Common in the chaparral and in the thickets around Brownsville, 
where its characteristic song is often heard and where it moves 
about quietly on or close to the ground and is usually sociable 
and unsuspicious, often quite inquisitive. 


rav-tuled Cardinal —Cardinalis cardinaHs canIcaudus. 
airly common in all suitable localities, generally in dense brush 
r chaparral, from Port La Vaca to Brownsville. A nest, with two 
lcubated eggs, was found near Brownsville, on May 25. 

iose-breasted Gkoshka K-Mpmcles Moviealna. 

. female, apparently this species, was seen on Oaney Cieek, on 


May 8. 

Western Blue Grosreak Guiraca cainlia 
A few seen around Brownsville. 

Indigo Bunting —Passcrina ci/anca. 
Migrants were seen near Galveston on 

Creek on May 8. 


hizula. 


May 4 


and 


on 


Caney 
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157. Varied Bunting —Passcrina versicolor versicolor. 

A few seen around Brownsville. 

158. Painted Bunting — Passcrina eiris. 

Seen in Refugio County on May 19. 

159. Sharpe Sef.deater — Sporophila morcllcti sharpei. 

We saw a bird near Brownsville, which we took to be this species, 
on May 25. 

160. Dickclssel — Spiza americana. 

Common on the prairies of Victoria County. 

161. Lark Bunting — Calamospiza mclanocorys. 

Specimens seen in Captain Camp’s collection, taken as migrants 
in changing plumage, near Brownsville. 

162. English Sparrow — Passer domcsticus. 

Common in all the towns and cities and about the ranches. 

163. Summer Taxager — Piranga rubra rubra. 

Common in the river bottom forests of Victoria County. 

164. Purple Martin — Prognc subis subis. 

Summer resident about the towns. 

165. Cliee Swallow — Pctrochclidon lunifrotis. 

Seen around Galveston Bay, May 4, and on Caney Creek, May 8. 

166. Barn Swallow — Hirundo crythrogastra. 

Seen along the coast from Galveston, May 4, to Corpus Christi, 
May 29. 

167. Tree Swallow — Iridoprocne bicolor. 

Seen only near Galveston on May 5, probably migrating. 

168. Bank Swallow — Riparia riparia. 

Seen near Galveston, May 4, and on Caney Creek, May 8. 

169. White-eyed Vireo— Yirco griseus griseus. 

Heard singing near Galveston, May 5, and observed in Victoria 
County. May 20. 

170. Small White-eyed Vireo — Yirco griseus micrus. 

Specimens collected near Brownsville, where it is common. A 
new nest, about five feet up on a lower branch of an ebony tree, 
was found on May 24, and another with four heavily incubated 
eggs, in a thicket, on the next day. 

171. Black and White Wariilei: — Mniotilta varia. 

Migrants seen on an island in Galveston Bay on May 4. 

172. Protiioxotary Warisler — Prothonotaria citrca. 

Heard singing in the cypress swamps on the Guadalupe River in 
Victoria County, on May 30. 

173. Parula Wariiler— Compsothlypis americana americana. 

Heard in the same localities as the preceding species. 

174. Sen nett Waruler — Compsothlypis pitiayumi nigrilora. 

Fairly common around Brovmsville, on the edges of the resacas 
where the trees are covered with usnea moss. Specimens collected 
on May 27. 
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175. 

176. 

177. 


178. 

179. 

180. 
181. 
182. 

183. 

184. 

185. 

186. 

187. 

188. 

189. 

190. 


Yellow Warbler. 

Migrants common on an island in Galveston Bay on May 4. 

Myrtle Warbler —Dcndroica coronata coronata. 

A few seen on Caney Creek, on May 8, must have been late 
migrants. 

Magnolia Warbler —Dcndroica magnolia. 

On a small island in Galveston Bay, on which only grass and 
low shrubbery was growing, we recorded 37 species of birds, 
mostly small land birds on migration, on May 4. A strong wind 
was blowing and the little birds were seeking shelter in the 
shrubbery or long grass, in little gullies and hollows, or behind 
sand dunes or drift logs. This pretty little warbler was one of 
the most numerous. 


Chestnut-sided Warbler — Dcnclroica pcnsylvanica. 

A few seen on the island referred to above, on May 4. 
Bay-breasted Warbler —Dcndroica castanea. 

One seen with the above. 


Blackburnian Warbler —Dcndroica fusca , 

One seen on the same island. 

Black-throated Green Warbler —Dcndroica virens. 
Common on the same island. 


Ovenbird —Seiurus aurocapiUus. 

One seen on the same island. 

Water Thrush —Seiurus novel)oraccnsis noveboracensis. 

A few seen on the same island. 

Mourning Warbler —Oporonis Philadelphia . 

A few seen on the island referred to above and one seen on an 
island in San Antonio Bay, on May 15. 

Maryland Yellowtiiroat —Gcoihlypis trichas trichas. 

Migrants seen on islands near Galveston, May 4, and one heaid 
near Brownsville on May 25. 


Yellow-breasted Chat —Ictcria virens virens. 

Migrants seen on the island in Galveston Bay on May 4, A nest 
and three eggs found in a thicket near Brownsville on May 25; 
one shot here proved to be the eastern bird. 


American Redstart —Sctophaga ruticilla. 

Common on the island in Galveston Bay on May 4 


ocKiNGBiRD —Mimus polyglottos polyglottos. 

he birds seen near Galveston early in May were of the eastern 
,rm, which is common as far southwest as Brazoria County. 

astern Mockingbird —Mimus polyglottos Icucoptems. 
ery common In al. suitable localities in ail the other coastal 
mnties. Nests with eggs were found at Port La A aca on May 11 
id near Brownsville on May 24. 


Catbird — Dumctclla carolinensis. 
Migrants seen on the island in 


Galveston Bay on May 4. 
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191. Sex .nett Thrasher — Toxostoma longirostre scnnctti. 

Abundant in Hidalgo and Cameron Counties. Several nests A\iili 
eggs and young found near Brownsville from May 25 to 27. 

192. Curve-billed Thrasher — Toxostoma cvrvirostrc eurvirostre. 
Common in Hidalgo and Cameron Counties, but no occupied nests 
found. 

193. Carolina Wren — Tliryolhorus Indovickmus Uidovicxanns. 

The resident form of the more eastern and northern counties. 
Seen near Port La Vaca on May 13 and heard in Victoria County 
on May 20. 

194. Lojiita Wren — Tliryolhorus ludoricianus lomitcnsis. 

The resident form of Hildago and Cameron Counties. Heard and 
seen near Brownsville on May 25 and 27. 

195. Texas Wren — Thryomanrs bcwicki crypt us. 

Common around Brownsville. A nest with young found there on 
May 24; it was behind a blind on a deserted house. 

196. Black-crested Titmouse —Bacolophus atricristat us atricristat us. 
Common around Brownsville. 

197. Verd i x — A a riparus flaviccps flaviccps. 

Common around Brownsville in the dry chaparral. Two nests 
with eggs found on May 24. 

198. Rio Grande Bluebird — Sialis sialis cpiscopus. 

A nest with broken egg shells, taken near Brownsville, was seen 
in R. D. Camp’s collection. 


ORNITHOLOGICAL IMPRESSIONS OF ELJ1 
AND NEW ZEALAND 

11Y DAYTON STONER 
T1IE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 

On the occasion of the visit of (lie scientific expedition from 
the ( Diversity of Iowa to Fiji and New Zealand during’ the 
summer of Pd±L it was my good fortune to be associated with 
the enterprise as ornithologist and entomologist. Very natur¬ 
ally. a trip involving about 18,000 miles of travel on both land 
and water afforded some opportunity for certain ornithological 
observations. While a limited amount of collecting was ac¬ 
complished on both Yiti Levu and Makaluva of the Fiji group 
and on North Island, New Zealand, the short stay in these 
places, four weeks in the former (dune 5 to duly :>) and live 
weeks in the latter (duly 7 to August laj, precluded any in¬ 
tensive study of the birds inhabiting them. Therefore, it is my 
wish at this time, to point out only a few general impressions 



